For Immediate Release

Through January 31, 2003

 “Wine Weekends in The Woods” Pair Fine Wines, Culinary Pleasures and Knowledgeable Experts With The Spectacular Setting of Smithgall Woods 

January 17-19, 24-26 & Jan 31- Feb 2

Helen, GA -- Food and wine aficionados take note, The Lodge at Smithgall Woods, a private-estate-turned-lodge tucked away on a 5,600-acre Heritage Preserve in the North Georgia mountains, will be the secluded setting for the second annual “Wine Weekends In the Woods” series January 17-19, 24-26 & 31- February 2, 2003.   From the popular but hard to get cult wines of California to signature Italian wines and new offerings from Australia, each weekend will highlight select wines from around the world paired with authentic cuisine indigenous to each region.  Atlanta’s foremost wine experts will preside over each weekend, adding an educational and informative component.  

Each weekend begins with a Friday Wine Tasting & Reception, features Saturday wine tutorial, a gourmet five-course dinner on Saturday evening, and concludes with a Champagne Sunday Brunch.   Rates begin at $350 per night, double occupancy and include all meals and on-site activities such as guided hikes, premier trout fishing and interpretive programs.  “Wine Weekends in The Woods” are sponsored by Atlanta Homes & Lifestyles magazine, Atlanta’s premier interior, décor and lifestyle publication. 

The “Wine Weekends in the Woods” series kicks-off January 17-19 with a Tour of Italy hosted by one of Atlanta’s favorite wine personalities, Michael A. Venezia, Director of Education for United Distributors. A five-course meal of Northern Italian fare will complement exceptional vintages including Barolo from the Piedmont region of Italy.

The weekend of January 24 features the best of the limited production “cult” wines from California with host Rick Stack of Grapefield’s Fine Wines.  The wines will be paired with a menu of trend-setting California dishes for a totally cool West Coast weekend.

Travel Down Under on the weekend of January 31 – February 2 as wine expert Steve Hinterhoff, of  Quality Wines and Spirits, explores the wines of Australia with two days of palate pleasing culinary adventure.   

Ensconced amidst the intimate comfort and incomparable surroundings of The Lodge at Smithgall Woods, a maximum of just 26 guests will sample a hand-picked selection of wines from around the world.  Designed by Executive Chef Geir Kilen, special Saturday evening Wine Dinners highlight each weekend.  The elaborate five-course menus feature appetizers, salads, soups, entrees, and desserts from each wine’s area of origin.  Vying for attention during dinner will be the sights and sounds of nature as the tumbling waters of clear mountain streams serenade guests on crisp nights.  A Friday evening Wine Tasting and Reception followed by a four-course dinner, home-style breakfast, a gourmet picnic lunch, Saturday wine tutorial with a gourmet five-course dinner, and bountiful Sunday Brunch complete the culinary offerings. 

Days can be spent exploring The Lodge’s 5,600 acres of old-growth hardwood forests to work up an appetite for the evening’s Epicurean extravaganza.  Interpretive hikes to the stunning 250-foot Dukes Creek Falls, miles of additional trails and paths for hiking or bicycling, wildlife observation, or fly-fishing on Duke’s Creek, a “Top 100” trout stream as named by Trout Unlimited, are all offered on-site.  Horseback outings exploring mountain trails of North Georgia can be arranged through nearby stables.

The Lodge at Smithgall Woods provides an exclusive setting, hosting a maximum of 28 guests.  Accommodations are arranged in five gracious guesthouses with elegant furnishings, large living rooms and residential style kitchens. Fourteen individually appointed guestrooms gaze out over rushing creeks and lush mountain landscapes.  Interiors are warmly decorated with elegant fabrics, antiques, comfortable beds, overstuffed chairs and unique artwork, and each guestroom has a private bath, television and telephone.

The Lodge at Smithgall Woods is located in North Georgia just three miles west of Helen at 61 Tsalaki Trail, Helen, GA, 30515.  For additional information or reservations, please contact The Lodge at Smithgall Woods at (706) 878-3087 or visit www.SmithgallWoods.com or www.AtlantaHomesMag.com for more information. 
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